A COMMUNITY FESTIVAL SPECIAL

Why We Celebrate
Together

Ganesh Chaturthi through a child's eyes
QARPODE WIDeI



FIRST, WE PAUSE

Why do we begin with Ganesha?

Before a new lesson, a journey, or a celebration,
many families remember Ganesha.

He is loved as the remover of obstacles. Beginning with Ganesha is
a way of saying: Let us slow down, listen carefully, and start with a
good heart.

A good
beginning
belongs to
everyone.

Ganesha stands at the doorway, welcoming us into something new.



LOOK CLOSELY

What can Ganesha teach us?

Big ears One tusk

Listen before speaking. Every Keep going when a plan changes
person has something worth or something is imperfect.
hearing.

A little mouse A round belly

Our minds can dart everywhere. Make room for life's many
Patience and practice help us experiences-the happy, hard,
guide them. sweet, and surprising.

Good neighbors know how to listen.

Families and traditions explain Ganesha's form in different ways. These are a few simple ideas
for children to think about.



OUR LIVING TRADITION

Six days together

Ridgemoor is one part of the wider Garner community. For
six days, families and neighbors gather for poojas, share a
potluck, and cheer one another through cricket, pickleball,

and tennis.
We pray We play
Some lead. Some follow. Some Teams compete, but neighbors
simply stand quietly and learn. cheer for effort, courage, and

good spirit.

We cook We help
Every dish carries a family's taste, Many hands decorate, organize,
story, and generosity. serve, clean, welcome, and care.

The joy is seeing everyone bring the celebration to
life together.



MANY DOORS INTO ONE CELEBRATION

Many ways to belong

A festival can hold many kinds of participation. One child may love
the pooja. Another may wait all week for cricket. Someone may help
arrange flowers. Someone else may bring their best potluck dish.

What matters is that we notice one another, make
room for one another, and leave the community
stronger than we found it.

LISTEN WELCOME PLAY FAIR SHARE HELP LEARN

CELEBRATE

Tradition stays alive when every generation finds a
way to carry it together.



CLAY, RAIN, AND RETURN

Why is Ganesha made of clay?

Ganesh Chaturthi arrives during the rainy season. Families have
traditionally shaped Ganesha from clay, the same earth softened by
the monsoon.

For a little while, the clay has a face. We decorate it, offer flowers
and food, and gather around it. When unpainted natural clay is
returned to water responsibly, it softens and becomes earth again.

Make.
Care.
Let go.

Let the celebration leave love and memories
behind, with as little waste as possible.



A SMALL COMMUNITY CHALLENGE

How will you bring people
together?

At the games At the potluck

Invite someone new onto your Ask someone about their dish.
team. Cheer every good play, Learn the story or memory
whoever makes it. behind it.

At the pooja Afterward

Listen with curiosity. Help a Pick up, clean up, thank a
younger child understand what is volunteer, and leave the space
happening. beautiful.

My promise: I will help one person feel welcome
this Ganesh Chaturthi.
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FROM OUR HOMES TO OUR WHOLE NEIGHBORHOOD

May every good beginning
bring us closer.

Created as a festival-day companion to Mana Pandagalu.
With gratitude to every family and volunteer who helps a
community gather.
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